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STONE DOSSIER

The Province of Massa Carrara claims some of the most important marble resources in the world, around which a whole economy has been built, setting the territory apart for centuries. The roots of this history go back to Roman times as is documented by the remains of monuments dating to the Imperial age – made in Carrara marble.

Even Michelangelo recognized the value of the stone, and he is said to have been in the habit of personally choosing the block he wanted for his work, climbing the Apuan Alps and remaining there for days at a time so that he could participate in the various phases of excavation.

The exceptional quality of the quarried stone in its two varieties of Carrara White and Carrara Statuary (both classified as DOC) is to be considered as the origin of the great reputation of the territory and the high specialization in all the cutting activities – from the extraction of the raw marble to the exportation of the finished product and its subsiduaries.
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Cutting stone

Some figures for reference 

· Value of the sector (exports): 330 million euro for a total of about 1,800,000 tons (including chips and powders) in 2004;

· Imports: 121 million euro for 520,000 tons;

· Number or workers: 6,500 (+ 1,450 in collateral sectors);

· Number of active quarries: 200;

· Workshops for marble finishing: 400 units which cut, dress and transform not only local marble but also stone and granite coming from all over the world;

· Quarrying: 1,700,000 tons a year quarried for ornamental use;

· Connected industries: for the most part these are services connected with the quarrying of marble. However, these connected activities are not well monitored and are therefore difficult to evaluate in terms of their size (as well as this, they are often carried out with the support of tiny structures). In order to give an idea of the importance of the activities connected to the sector, it is enough to see the figures relative to the maritime transport of stone products: 2,191,059 tons in 2004 alone (933,195 loading and 1,257,864 unloading).

[image: image2.png]2.387

679.607

momo

Finished stone
Stone in blocks
Marble chips
Marble flakes




Loading composition 2004 (figures in tons)

The market of the Apuan Alps – Versilia section 
The particular structure of the activities connected with stone makes it necessary to consider things from the point of view of the whole section Liguria – Apuan Alps –Versilia, in which the Province takes a ¾ share of all quarrying activity and plays the leading role, having the added advantage of a nearby trading port. From the export figures related to 2004 it is clear that the most important markets for the whole district are the United States of America, which take 45% of the exports, and the European Union, which reaches 17%.
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Exports 2004 in figures per macro geographical areas

Source: IMM on Istat data 

Italy is one of the most important players on the world scene. Direct contest is given by countries which (like Turkey) have the same volume of exports and are competitors, or which (like Iran, India and China) have a smaller proportion of the market which is certainly susceptible to increase.

The dynamics of international competition
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Carrara Marmotec, the most important specialized marble fair in the sector 

Carrara Marmotec (International Fair of Marble, Machinery and Services), the sector’s most important specialized fair opens its 24th edition in 2005. It takes place over an area of 95,000 square metres, of which 20,00 are covered, with space for 3,000 cars. The event attracts a vast specialized public. It is enough to say that the participants in the year 2004 alone numbered 18,000 professional people (of which 4,000 from 90 foreign states). There were 400 exhibitors (80 from 18 foreign states), of which 42% presenting technology, 37% marble, 16% specialized services, 3% machinery for shifting and lifting – displaying the very best of what the sector can offer on a world level. Seven hundred and thirty brand names were represented.
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Foreign visitors during the 2004 edition of Carrara Marmotec 
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Composition of the products on display during the 2004 edition of Carrara Marmotec

Recently an in depth promotional activity has been set up in support of the event on a world level. This centres around a communication campaign that foresees the use of international magazines, direct mailing actions and telemarketing and the presentation of the event during the course of fairs and conferences dealing with the sector. Various activities are underway:
· Promotional stands and Information desks in Poland, Libya, the Ukraine, China, Turkey and the Arab Emirates;

· Technical seminars in Rumania, USA, Spain, Kuwait, Kazakhstan, Tunisia, Hungary and Portugal.
Other events in the territory connected with the event:

· Biennial Exhibition of Sculpture: having reached its 11th edition, it is characterized by the presence of sculptors and contemporary architects of international fame. The last edition took place in one of the city’s parks, which further helped to bond the already existing link between marble and its territory.

· ‘Sculpting out of doors’: a symposium on sculpture (15th edition) directed at young emerging artists. During the summer period they realize their works in the squares of the city, attracting the local people and tourists. For the occasion Carrara brings out all the allure created by its inheritance of a thousand-year-old tradition.

Development projects concerning the sector and activities in progress

· The Commune of Carrara plans the broad reorganization of the marble basin, both from the point of view of production and from that of tourism. The project also foresees the setting up of a pole which will integrate the Museum of Marble and the Civic Museum of Villa della Padula, so creating a new scheme dedicated to sculpture.

· Work on the Marble Route is due for completion by the end of 2007. This will make the quarries more easily accessible with two tunnels that connect the Via Aurelia with the zone of Miseglia. The project is also an attempt to improve the traffic situation in Carrara city centre, which will be completely cut out of the new route.

· A project is in course for the setting up of an International Technical Committee for Marble and the signature of a Protocol of Agreement between the associations representing businesses in the sector in numerous countries. This will give real cooperation and promotion in the use of stone. 

· There is a plan also for the creation of a Project Team (testing and assessment of Marble and Limestone) dedicated to the development of research on a European level, with the aim of gaining direct experience in avoiding the risks of deterioration to which Marble exteriors are subject on account of their exposition to atmospheric agents.

· Bian.ca Project: very similar to the above but on a local level.

· As well as that there is the plan for collaboration with the Tuscan Universities:

· Degree courses in Mechanical Engineering in Marble;

· 2nd Level master: ‘Stone Materials in architecture – Management of the know how for the project’.

Province of Massa-Carrara

Programming – Economic development – Community politics

Piazza Aranci, Palazzo Ducale - 54100 - Massa 

Tel:+39 0585 816245 – 248 – 226 –227 Fax:+39 0585 816245
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dati origine p esportatori

		Paesi / Resto del mondo		2000		2001		2002		02/'01		02/00		01/00

		ARABIA SAUDITA		nd/na		20,750		nd/na		-100		-		-

		TOTALE		5,609,583		5,985,745		6,560,526		9.6		17		6.7

		ITALIA		2,130,120		2,094,580		1,755,580		-16.2		-17.6		-1.7

		TURCHIA		918,150		1,247,470		1,901,400		52.4		107.1		35.9

		SPAGNA		690,120		760,030		776,270		2.1		12.5		10.1

		GRECIA		361,720		333,580		382,360		14.6		5.7		-7.8

		PORTOGALLO		282,960		279,940		296,100		5.8		4.6		-1.1

		IRAN*		280,547		306,487		364,393		18.9		29.9		9.2

		CINA*		179,710		234,780		365,460		55.7		103.4		30.6

		INDIA*		165,240		172,120		254,490		47.9		54		4.2

		BELGIO-LUX*		121,980		116,570		130,920		12.3		7.3		-4.4

		MESSICO*		92,050		43,270		nd/na		-100		-100		-53

		HONG KONG		90,840		53,310		49,780		-6.6		-45.2		-41.3

		GERMANIA*		53,900		57,230		28,070		-51		-47.9		6.2

		STATI UNITI D’AMERICA		51,580		72,840		56,910		-21.9		10.3		41.2

		FILIPPINE		29,090		34,920		43,340		24.1		49		20

		INDONESIA		27,930		21,660		nd/na		-100		-100		-22.4

		FRANCIA		27,400		15,840		13,910		-12.2		-49.2		-42.2

		TAIWAN		25,730		18,820		18,070		-4		-29.8		-26.9

		LIBANO		15,450		24,830		25,390		2.3		64.3		60.7

		CROAZIA		13,833		23,747		43,653		83.8		215.6		71.7

		GIORDANIA		9,530		9,620		6,870		-28.6		-27.9		0,9 6,7

		SINGAPORE*		7,610		6,693		5,830		-12.9		-23.4		-12.1

		RUSSIA		6,220		6,540		6,530		-0.2		5		5.1

		AUSTRIA*		4,620		4,020		6,900		71.6		49.4		-13

		SLOVENIA		4,473		3,948		3,990		1.1		-10.8		-11.7

		REGNO UNITO*		4,030		4,550		7,740		70.1		92.1		12.9

		DANIMARCA		3,460		4,100		4,700		14.6		35.8		18.5

		THAILANDIA		2,950		1,780		1,660		-6.7		-43.7		-39.7

		NORVEGIA*		2,500		3,620		3,500		-3.3		40		44.8

		PAESI BASSI*		1,900		4,170		3,600		-13.7		89.5		119.5

		SVIZZERA		720		670		nd/na		-100		-100		-6.9

		CANADA		670		250		nd/na		-100		-100		-62.7

		REPUBBLICA CECA		590		270		190		-29.6		-67.8		-54.2

		POLONIA		580		480		600		25		3.4		-17.2

		COREA DEL SUD		310		180		260		44.4		-16.1		-41.9

		SVEZIA		300		370		230		-37.8		-23.3		23.3

		SUD AFRICA		230		1,150		700		-39.1		204.3		400

		KAZAKISTAN		190		260		140		-46.2		-26.3		36.8

		FINLANDIA		120		130		330		153.8		175		8.3

		GIAPPONE		100		40		80		100		-20		-60

		UCRAINA		80		110		50		-54.5		-37.5		37.5

		IRLANDA		50		20		530		2550		960		-60





dati quadrant 2000-2002

		Paesi / Resto del mondo		export marmo 2002		variazione % export 02/00

		ITALY		1,755,580		-17.6

		TURKEY		1,901,400		107.1

		SPAIN		776,270		12.5

		GREECE		382,360		5.7

		PORTUGAL		296,100		4.6

		IRAN		364,393		29.9

		CHINA		365,460		103.4

		INDIA		254,490		54

		BELGUM-LUX		130,920		7.3

		HONG KONG		49,780		-45.2

		GERMANY		28,070		-47.9

		US		56,910		10.3

		media		530,144		19





quadrant 2000-2002

		1755580		776270		382360		296100		364393		365460		254490		130920		49780		28070		56910		1755580
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dati torta exp 2004

		volumi		% export marmo 2004		% export marmo 2003		variaz

		Unione Europea		13%		11%		2%

		Resto d'Europa		3%		3%		0%

		Africa		23%		21%		2%

		Nord America		21%		19%		2%

		Centro e Sud America		3%		2%		1%

		Medio Oriente		19%		25%		-6%

		Estremo Oriente		17%		18%		-1%

		Oceania		1%		1%		0%

				100%

		valori

		Paesi / Resto del mondo		% export marmo 2004		% export marmo 2003		variaz

		Unione Europea		17%		14%		3%

		Resto d'Europa		4%		4%		0%

		Africa		6%		5%		1%

		Nord America		45%		41%		4%

		Centro e Sud America		2%		2%		0%

		Medio Oriente		12%		19%		-7%

		Estremo Oriente		12%		13%		-1%

		Oceania		2%		2%		0%





Torta aree export 2004 vol

		Unione Europea

		Resto d'Europa

		Africa

		Nord America

		Centro e Sud America

		Medio Oriente

		Estremo Oriente

		Oceania



0.13

0.03

0.23

0.21

0.03

0.19

0.17

0.01



Torta aree export 2004 val

		Unione Europea

		Resto d'Europa

		Africa

		Nord America

		Centro e Sud America

		Medio Oriente

		Estremo Oriente

		Oceania



0.17

0.04

0.06

0.45

0.02

0.12

0.12

0.02



Produzione di grezzo 2002

		Fonti: locali ufficiali (Uff. regionali, Associazioni di categoria, ecc..)

		REGIONE		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002

		CAMPANIA		750,000		790,888		nd/na		655,240		600,000

		VALLE D'AOSTA		18,373		19,700		19,335		27,216		32,400

		PIEMONTE		805,000		686,043		730,000		700,000		nd/na

		LOMBARDIA		953,199		1,088,944		1,035,850		1,071,986		1,035,000

		TRENTINO		1,040,734		1,077,894		1,100,000		1,139,613		1,100,000

		FRIULI V. G.*		35,745		39,843		120,000		150,000		150,000

		VENETO		294,780		429,055		474,570		373,523		nd/na

		LIGURIA		130,000		130,000		130,000		130,000		130,000

		TOSCANA		1,500,000		1,500,000		1,600,000		1,678,980		1,575,000

		MARCHE		20,000		20,500		25,900		82,150		75,000

		LAZIO		1,110,000		1,186,000		1,150,000		1,200,000		1,250,000

		PUGLIA		1,250,000		1,300,000		1,400,000		1,200,000		nd/na

		SICILIA		950,000		1,050,000		1,100,000		1,178,227		1,027,980

		SARDEGNA * *		1,320,000		1,228,656		1,290,000		935,500		nd/na

		TOTALE		10,177,831		10,547,523		10,175,655		10,522,435		6,975,380

		REGIONE		2002

		TOSCANA		1,575,000

		LAZIO		1,250,000

		TRENTINO		1,100,000

		LOMBARDIA		1,035,000

		SICILIA		1,027,980

		CAMPANIA		600,000

		FRIULI V. G.*		150,000

		LIGURIA		130,000

		MARCHE		75,000

		VALLE D'AOSTA		32,400

		TOTALE		6,975,380
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