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DOSSIER TOURISM

The province of Massa Carrara is an area full of attractions for the tourist due above all to its pleasant geographical position giving it great variety in scenery. Traditionally divided into the clear distinction, the coast (Communes of Carrara, Massa and Montignoso) and Lunigiana, we have today a more distinctive combination between the activities connected with the sea and those linked to the resources of the interior. The particularly favourable microclimate makes the territory of the Province an ideal place for a stay all year round.

Some figures for reference
· Hosting structures: 329 (169 hotels, 160 others) with a total of over 32,000 places;

· Income from tourism in 2003: €692 million;

· Employment created by income from tourism: 8,500 units;

· Official presences: 1,600,000;

· Official arrivals: 277,110;

· Unmonitored arrivals (not declared, holiday homes, passing tourists): 7 million presences;

· Value added: € 228.1 million (65.3 in Lunigiana and 162.8 on the coastal area);

· Incidence of tourism on the local economy: 7.1%
Demand
Despite the fact that non-official arrivals have to be considered with prudence, it is interesting to note that Tourism in the province of Massa Carrara is ‘family based’. 

In 2003, in fact, the official estimate on a provincial scale of houses not used for fixed residence is over four times higher than the official presences in hosting structures. Private houses give a 45.2% contribution to the income from tourism, followed by camp sites and hotels (25%).

In particular, the official number of presences for the period January – December 2004 was 1,323,242, of which 876,724 deriving from activities other than hotels (66.27% of the total). There are 22,000 lodgings in non hotel structures, of which about 20,000 in camp sites / hostels and destined, therefore, for ‘beach tourism’.

Foreign tourists are a minority, better distributed among hotels and other structures.
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Percentage composition of the demand for hosting structures

Figures 2003 – Source I.S.R.
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Figures 2003 – Source: IRPT – Province of Massa Carrara
The coastal area makes the greatest contribution to the total income from tourism, while tourism in Lunigiana has an important effect on the total added value of the interior (figures relative to 2003).

Employment created by income from tourism is equal to about 8,500 units, of which 6,000 in the coastal area alone. This type of employment is to be considered of very good quality because it derives to a great extent from numbers of small scale activities managed by local operators and workers. The great fragmentation typical of the activities in the sector has also notably reduced the company risks and has created a solid business background.
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Income from tourism. Figures 2003 – Source: I.S.R.
What is on offer

· The sea: the tourist industry in the province derived originally from the sea. At the foot of the Apuan Alps there extends, from Marina di Carrara to Cinquale di Montignoso, and passing through Marina di Massa, about 15 kilometres of fine sandy coastline with beach clubs fitted out with every modern comfort and other facilities (Sailing Clubs in Marina di Massa and Carrara, tourist port in Cinquale) which permit the exercise of many different kinds of pleasure sailing.

· The quarries: from the environmental point of view and in terms of scenery the major attraction is the monumental spectacle of the active or historical white marble quarries in the Apuan Alps just a few kilometres from the sea. The unique harmony created by a masterpiece of nature fused with stone working traditions of ancient origin.

· The Apuan Alps Park: founded in 1985, this is an important resource for attracting different kinds of tourism: sports and nature (trekking, mountain climbing, observation of the flora and the fauna) or scholastic (teaching laboratories and environmental education).

· Lunigiana: this area contains the highest concentration of fortified structures (over 160) in the whole national territory: medieval walled towns, small Romanesque parish churches, castles and a countryside that is virtually unspoilt. It is a historical, artistic and cultural heritage, enhanced by the persistence of wine and gastronomic traditions that are giving new life to ancient genuine flavours.

· The neighbourhood of the Fair: the growth of the exposition area of Marina di Carrara in the middle of a vast pinewood near the port has given new impulse to the development of tourism for congresses and fairs: an ever growing number of exhibitions, displays and events are hosted every year in the structures of the complex, which attract exhibitors and visitors from all over the world. This contributes greatly to the spread of Province’s tourism throughout the year, thus making sure it is not all concentrated in one particular season.
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Itineraries

Given the varieties of the resources it is possible to create extremely personalized thematic itineraries.

· Nature: Apuan Alps Park, Cave and Museum of Equi Terme, Porta Lake, ‘P. Pellegrini’ Botanic Gardens, ‘Frignoli’ Botanic Gardens, Lunigiana Natural History Museum;

· Marble: the Mrble basin of Carrara, Marble Civic Museum in Carrara, sculpting atelier and workshops, marble sawmills;

· Cultural: pathways along the historical centres and the medieval towns of Lunigiana with visits to ancient parish churches, castles and museums (Museum of the Stele Statues of Lunigiana, Ethnographic Museum of Lunigiana, Study Centre Alessandro Malaspina.). It should also be pointed out that the Tuscan Region has chosen a number of castles in Lunigiana to participate in ‘Castrum’, a European project to give support to castles, and this itinerary has been called ‘In the Lands of Malaspina’.

· Wine and gastronomy: wine pathways in the Candia hills and in Lunigiana.

· Fairs and other events:

· Beach clubs in February: Professional meeting for beach club equipment & design for the open air; Boat & Water Rescue, 5th Salon for small boats and water rescue);

· Bell’Italia in July: exhibition of cultural tourism, cities of art and of the minor historical centres and their charm;

· Buon Italia in August – September: market display of typical agriculture and foodstuffs, national review of wine and gastronomic tourism;

· Tour.it in January: salon of itinerant tourism: caravanning, camping, out door;

· Tirreno CT in March: fair of hospitality
Development project for the sector
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Province of Massa-Carrara

Programming – Economic development – Community politics

Piazza Aranci, Palazzo Ducale - 54100 - Massa 

Tel:+39 0585 816245 – 248 – 226 –227 Fax:+39 0585 816245

 Synergy with other sectors


Stone (tourist itineraries along the historical pathways of marble);


Transport (development of pleasure sailing);


Trade in general (taken as part of the offer to tourists);


Agriculture and foodstuffs (tourist activities attracted by typical products and rural culture).
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